March 14, 2021, Worship
St. Barnabas Lutheran Church, Cary, IL

Prelude
Announcements
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer.
People of God: Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one
who is full of compassion.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Fountain of living water,
People of God: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us
in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of
Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God
remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Jesus.
People of God: Amen.
Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. Divine Word, you sent Moses to speak law to the people and bring order to
chaos. You sent prophets to speak repentance and bring hope to the hopeless. You
sent your son, Jesus, to become your living Word. Open our ears to hear your word,
and our hearts to reflect the light of your truth to others, for the sake of the Incarnate
Word, Jesus Christ.
People of God: Amen
Reading
Luke 16:19-31
Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away
empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old
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as Moses and the prophets.
There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man's table; even
the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried away by
the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In Hades,
where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus
by his side. He called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip
the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.'
But Abraham said, 'Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is comforted here, and you
are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so
that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can
cross from there to us.' He said, 'Then, father, I beg you to send him to my father's
house — for I have five brothers — that he may warn them, so that they will not also
come into this place of torment.' Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the prophets;
they should listen to them.' He said, 'No, father Abraham; but if someone goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.' He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
The word of the Lord.
People of God: Thanks be to God.
Sermon
Song

ELW # 770

Pastor Sarah Wilson
Give Me Jesus

Jordan Devine

Prayers of the People
Beloved friends, in this season of repentance and healing, we accept God’s invitation to
be ever-mindful of the needs of others, offering our prayers on behalf of God’s
community in the church and the world.

A brief silence.
Watch over your church, O God, and lead us to proclaim your love and grace in the
world. Keep your church from apathy and judgement and instill in us a sincere desire to
care for all people. Lord in your mercy,
People of God: hear our prayer.
Watch over creation, O God, and restore all that you have made to wholeness. Work
through us to heal waterways of all kinds that all might have clean and abundant water.
Work in us and through us to bring healing and wholeness to all that you have made.
Lord in your mercy,
People of God: hear our prayer.
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Watch over our leaders, O God, and set their minds and hearts on justice and peace.
Bless all those who speak out on behalf of the poor and the oppressed. Lord in your
mercy,
People of God: hear our prayer.
Watch over the brokenhearted, O God, and bring them into beloved community. Grant
us the eyes to see the hidden pain that others carry and the hearts to reach out to
them in love. Lord in your mercy,
People of God: hear our prayer.
Watch over the sick, O God, especially John, Zuleika, Cecelia, Kent, Pastor Sarah,
Charlie, Sandy, Pastor Kara, and Carol. Bless EMTs, doctors, nurses, and all who
provide comfort and aid to others. Lord in your mercy,
People of God: hear our prayer.
Watch over this assembly, O God, and keep us in your care. Bless our ministries to the
various generations, that it may inspire and equip us for ministry in the world around
us. Lord in your mercy,
People of God: hear our prayer.

Please offer your own prayers of joy or concern, ending with Lord in your mercy
Fill us with your strength to resist the seductions of our foolish desires and the
tempter’s vain delights, that we may walk in obedience and righteousness, rejoicing in
you with an upright heart.
People of God: Amen.
The Peace (Please share peace by waving or showing the peace sign.)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
People of God: And also with you.
Offering (Please place your offerings in the plates as you leave the sanctuary.)
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with
bread from heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to
life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
People of God: Amen.
Communion
The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

3

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.
And now let us pray with confidence in the words that Jesus taught us:
People of God: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Communion will be served to you as you exit the building. Please sanitize your hands as
you leave the sanctuary, and be ready to receive the bread and wine, which will both
be handed to you. For those worshiping at home, you may share communion with each
other with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you.
The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Blessing and Dismissal
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as
holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity
People of God: Amen.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
People of God: Thanks be to God.
Postlude
Thank you to those serving us today
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